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1, The recent activities of Vice-Preniar Fierlinger in the cabinet have done 
mach to draw firm the lines of conflict within the Se ial Democratic 
Party. The party leadership is begimihy te feel its strength increasingly 
as a result of the strong development of its locsl organigations. Each of 
the leaders feels that he has a positive constituency to fall back on,en= 
titling him, therefore, to a more critical voice in party councils. This, 
of course, did not obtein during the tines when estimates of party strength 
were nebulous and when Fierlinger was able to trade all out on hig personal 
influence, On the two occasions in recent cabinet meetings when Flerlinger 
took a strong stand-—the first in sup orting Kratochvil as Ambassador te 

25X1A6A8 Great Britain over br. Patzak meee Comment: According 25X1A2g 

B, Kratechvil, an official in the Kinistry of iducation who belongs to the 
extreme left of the Sotial Democratic Party, was appointed Ambassador on 
3 October 1946 ), and the second in the debate over the composition of the 
UN delegation, wherein Fierlinger championed himself toward what would have 
amounted to his assumption of the leadership of the delegation over Masaryk = 
he alienated elements in his party formerly loyal to him. 


2. Dr. Patzak, Social. Demecratic leader of twenty-three years standing, was long 
‘considered in official circles as number one candidate for the diplomatic post 
in Great Britain whenever it was definitely decided that Masaryk was not 

, to go there. His strong connections in British babor Party circles were long 
recognized, not to speak of the additional asset represented by the position ° 
his wife enjoys in British political and cultural groups. During has five 
weeks" stay at the Paris Peace Conference, Dr, Fataak was frequently piven to 
understand from Prague that he was te be named to Londons Furthermore, Foreign 
Minister Masaryk gave him special tasks with the British designed to obtain 
support for certain aspects of Czech policy. He met with Attlee and Bevin aud 
conferred with the Executive Committee of the Labor Party, 


3. Upon learning of the decision to name Kratochvil to London, Patzak met. with 
Fierlinger in the Exxcutive Committee mesting of the party, where he clearly 
stated his future course of action. He emphasized the fact that Fierlinger 
should understand that he (Patzak) would now turn hia whole attention to 
internal politica and that much of that action would be designed against 
Fierlinger, Further, he regards his post as Presidial Chief of the 
Ministry of Information as merely temporary and he will take a more 
active interest in the internal affairs of the party. 
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4,  Fierlinger's pressures to pet hinrsolf nese te tre UN delegation also 
left a bad taste, at lecst enone the lesders oi the party, who, thus far, 
are the only ones who know ubout it. Thess peopie ful thet, in so do=- 
ine, Fiorlinaser was willine to shelve ‘is rasponsivility us lsicior of 
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folio of Foreien allsirs wes expressed in [BBBBBB. The some report sise 
mentioned the machiaetions within the Gubiast ia rocvard to the compositica 
of the deles tion to the UN) 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000100240010-7 


